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X number of people on welfare who never seem
to get off but who are physically and mentally
able to work. Maybe they need substance abuse
treatment. Maybe they need job training. Maybe
they need something else. But now they’re not
categories anymore, they’re people living in cer-
tain communities. And no one has an excuse
anymore.

And all you need, if you want to participate
in this, is to make sure that your Governors
and your community leaders and your legislators
make it possible for you to do what the business
community can now do in a place like Kansas
City. That’s all you need to do.

I met—Bill and I were in Kansas City the
other day with a guy that had 25 employees.
It’s a great small business story. He stored data
for the Federal Government. And he won all
these competitive bid contracts—25 employees.
Five of them were former welfare recipients
he had hired. And the way the Missouri program
works is you have to promise to keep one person
for a year unless they’re really bad—they have
to do something terrible—and then you don’t
have to keep somebody if they’re just unemploy-
able. But you can keep one person in a job
slot for up to 4 years and get the welfare check.

However, you can keep the slot for 10 years.
So if you can promote them up or they can
go on to other jobs or whatever, you might
do 10 people in one job slot. But it’s a manage-
able thing, don’t you see, in a big country like
ours, with all of these different employment
units and all of these different sizes; this is a
manageable thing. We can do this.

And think how we’ll feel if there’s no politics
in poverty. Think how we’ll feel if we know
that we treat everybody the same. And sure,
at any given time in our country’s life, there
will always be some people out of work. But
there won’t be this separate class of people who

literally we have isolated and hurt terribly by
not imposing more responsibility and giving
more opportunity to, and their kids.

This is a huge deal. But let me say—I will
say again, only the private sector in America
can prove that I was right to sign that bill and
those who thought I was wrong were wrong.
The Government cannot hire all of these people.
We still have a deficit. We’re going to give the
communities some funds if my next budget pre-
vails—some funds so that communities can help.
There are all kinds of things that need to be
done in communities that can help in the short
run as we go through a transition. But this has
basically got to be a private sector show.

So that’s the last point I want to make today.
I am very gratified that every person here, every
one of these executives has promised to do what
they can to help us meet this national challenge.
I thank you for that. And I want you to help
me get more executives, more businesses in
every community in the country to do it.

Thank you. Thank you, and God bless you
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at the
Rich Forum. In his remarks, he referred to Caro-
lyn Straddle, president, CLS Paving; William T.
Esrey, chairman and chief executive officer,
Sprint Corp.; Paul Allaire, chairman and chief ex-
ecutive officer, Xerox Corp.; George David, chair-
man, United Technologies Corp.; Eli J. Segal, na-
tional chairman, Business Leaders for Clinton/
Gore ’96; Mayor Dannel P. Malloy of Stamford;
Mayor Joseph P. Ganim of Bridgeport, CT; John
Correnti, president, Nucor Corp.; Eric Sklar, chief
executive officer, Burrito Brothers, Inc.; and
Sandy Weill, chairman and chief executive officer,
The Travelers Group, Inc. A portion of these re-
marks could not be verified because the tape was
incomplete.

Remarks in Manchester, New Hampshire
October 7, 1996

Thank you. Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen,
5 years ago today, on October 7th, 1991, I came
to New Hampshire. I am told that I am the
only sitting President since your own Franklin
Pierce to actually come to New Hampshire

every single year of my Presidency. I can tell
you that on this gorgeous fall day, looking out
at all of you and seeing so many of you who
have been my friends now through good times
and bad, there may be someone in America
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right now who’s happier than I am, but I have
no idea who it would be. I am glad to be here.
Thank you, and God bless you all.

It’s great to be back in Manchester. I want
to thank the mayor and all those who came
out to the airport to greet me. I want to thank
the two football teams who changed their sched-
ule so we could all be here, the Central High
JV and the Concord High JV. Let’s give them
a hand. [Applause] Where are they? There they
are back here and back there. Thanks. I want
to thank the bands, the Central High School
and the Spalding High School Marching Bands
over here. Give them a hand; they did a great
job. [Applause]

I want to tell you how very proud I am to
be up here with these fine candidates. I was
listening to Arnie Arnesen speak, and I thought,
she could double the energy in the House of
Representatives all by herself. We need that
kind of vigor in this country.

And I heard Joe Keefe and I remembered
how I employed him in the dark days to stay
on as the chairman of the Democratic Party
in New Hampshire, and he said he would, and
what a difference a year and a half makes.
Thank you, Joe Keefe, for fighting for New
Hampshire, for America, and for the future of
this country.

I looked at Dick Swett and I thought of the
times when we talked in quiet places without
big crowds about this country and its future.
I remembered when he was for a law to require
Congress to live under the same laws it imposes
on the rest of us before it was popular, before
anybody knew anything about it. And it’s the
law of the land today. And I campaigned on
it in 1992 in the State of New Hampshire be-
cause of the work that Dick Swett did. And
he can do better work if you’ll send him to
the United States Senate where we can move
forward and stop the negative forces and build
the positive forces of America.

And I was thinking of the first time I ever
met Jeanne Shaheen and what a terrific Gov-
ernor she would be for any State and especially
for New Hampshire. Jeanne, I thank you.

And I thank you, Dick, for what you said
about the debate last night. I enjoyed that de-
bate, and I thank Senator Dole for joining me,
and I believe that the American people got a
pretty good feel for the differences between us,
the differences in our views. And we just proved
you can still do it and be civilized and decent

and humane. And that’s the way we ought to
conduct our public affairs in this country.

Four years ago when I came here, the issue
was how we could get our economy going again,
how we could pierce the rising tide of cynicism
in our electorate, how we could pull this country
back together again. Today, the issue is what
path will we take to the 21st century? Are we
on the right path or should we turn back to
another path?

If you look at where we are now compared
to where we were 4 years ago, just think back
to then and what it was like in New Hampshire,
a time of high unemployment, bankruptcies, ris-
ing frustration and anger. I said then and I
repeat to you today: I want this country to go
into the 21st century with the American dream
alive for every single child in America, with our
American community coming together instead
of coming apart.

Think how many places in the world today
are crippled and face destruction because people
who come from different religions or races or
ethnic groups simply cannot get along. In Amer-
ica, we can all get along if we share the same
values and we honor our system and we show
up for work.

And I was determined to see this country
continue to lead the world for peace and free-
dom. But 4 years ago you took me on faith.
You don’t have to do that anymore. Now there’s
a record: 101⁄2 million jobs, record numbers of
new businesses, record exports of American
products, 41⁄2 million new homeowners, 10 mil-
lion homeowners who refinanced their homes
at lower interest rates, 4 years of declining crime
rates, child support up 50 percent, welfare rolls
down 2 million, out-of-wedlock births dropping
for the first time in 20 years. This country is
on the right track to the 21st century.

Four years ago we doubted whether ordinary
Americans would ever benefit even from an im-
proving economy. But now we know we can
turn that around. Since the passage of our eco-
nomic plan, the average income for families,
the typical family in America, has gone up more
than $1,600 after inflation. Last year we had
the biggest drop in poverty in 27 years, the
lowest poverty rate among senior citizens ever
recorded. And all people, all working people,
were finally beginning to benefit from our en-
deavors. We had the biggest drop in inequality
of working people’s incomes in 27 years. We
are on the right track to the 21st century.

VerDate 29-OCT-99 11:11 Nov 17, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00739 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\96PUBP~2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1786

Oct. 7 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

And so I say to you, I hope that you in
one month and one day, and all the American
people like you all over this country, will make
a decision to stay on that track, to plow new
ground, to think new thoughts, to come up with
new ideas, to leave behind the old debates, the
old policies, and the things that got us in so
much trouble because they were long out of
date.

Just think how far we have come and where
we can go. We have cut the deficit by 60 per-
cent. It’s gone down in all 4 years for the first
time since the Second World War. Truth is,
it’s gone down in 4 years for the first time
since before the Civil War. But we had a surplus
in some of those other years.

But now we have to finish the job. People
tell me—people tell me in Washington, ‘‘Now,
don’t go anywhere and talk about balancing the
budget because it bores people now, and it re-
quires tough decisions.’’ But it’s important.
Why? Because these declining deficits have
meant as the Government borrows less money,
it’s easier for you to borrow money. That’s why
interest rates are lower for home mortgages,
credit card rates, car payments, student loan
payments, and business loans. That’s why they’re
lower, because we’re bringing the deficit down.
So I say to you, now we have to finish the
job of balancing the budget in a way that en-
ables us to continue to invest in education and
research and protect the environment and the
health care of our seniors and our families in
need. Will you help me build that bridge to
the 21st century? [Applause]

We cut taxes for 15 million working families
and made every small business in America eligi-
ble for a substantial tax cut when they invest
more in their business. Now we have to cut
taxes to help families raise their children and
educate them, to pay for buying a home, not
to pay taxes when you sell a home, to deal
with a medical emergency. Will you help me
build that bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

We passed the Family and Medical Leave
Act. We just passed a bill to stop what I call
drive-by deliveries, requiring—letting insurance
companies force mothers and their newborn ba-
bies out of the hospital within a day. That’s
over now. We ended that. We finally gave some
recognition to the needs of mental health in
health insurance policies. And finally, after a
long, long time, we made the children of Viet-
nam veterans who were exposed to Agent Or-

ange, who contracted spina bifida as a result,
finally we made those families eligible for health
care and disability payments that we should have
done long ago. We’re moving in the right direc-
tion.

Now we ought to expand family leave to say
you can take a little time off from work without
losing your job to take your parents or your
children to regular doctor’s appointments or to
go to that conference with a teacher at your
child’s school. We ought to give our families
the opportunity if they earn overtime at work
to decide whether to spend that overtime—to
get that overtime in more money or more time
if their children or their sick parents need it.
We ought to do that as well.

We made 25 million Americans more likely
to keep their health insurance with the Ken-
nedy-Kassebaum bill by saying no one can take
your insurance away from you now just because
you change jobs or because someone in your
family has been sick. Now we need to finish
the job and cover people when they’re between
jobs. That is also in my balanced budget plan.
Will you help me build that bridge for families
to the 21st century? [Applause]

We passed the toughest crime bill in history
and are bringing the crime rate down 4 years
in a row. We need now to take on the tough
problem of juvenile gangs, and we need to finish
the job until we get all those 100,000 police
out there like the ones I saw here in Manchester
helping you to recover your neighborhoods. Will
you help me build that bridge to the 21st cen-
tury? [Applause]

We worked with States all over this country
to move nearly 2 million people from welfare
to work. And then I signed a historic welfare
reform bill that says we will continue to provide
to poor families health care and nutrition, and
when the parent goes to work there will be
more for child care than ever before. But now
every State and community in the country has
to take what used to be the welfare check, and
if the adult, the parent, is able-bodied, that wel-
fare check has to become a paycheck within
2 years. Will you help me create the jobs to
put people to work and end the cycle of de-
pendency in America and build that bridge to
the 21st century? [Applause]

We’ve worked hard to improve our environ-
ment, to take chemicals out of the air, to make
our drinking water safe, to improve the stand-
ards of health for our food. We’ve cleaned up
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more toxic waste dumps in 3 years than the
previous administrations did in 12. We fought
their attempts and we beat back their attempts
to cut environmental protection, toxic waste
cleanups by a third, to take over some of the
national parks and let them be privatized. We’ve
protected our national parks, but we have to
continue to enhance America’s environment and
to clean up the worst toxic waste dumps in
this country so our children are growing up next
to parks, not poison. Will you help me build
that bridge to the 21st century? [Applause]

And above all, will you help me make edu-
cation our number one priority so that all of
our people can create, compete, and win? [Ap-
plause]

My fellow Americans, the young people in
this audience, within just a few years—let’s hear
it for them—[applause]—the young people in
this audience, many of you will be doing jobs
that have not even been created yet. Many of
you, in fact, will be doing work that has not
been imagined yet.

We are pushing back the frontiers of knowl-
edge, creating new activities, and coming to-
gether across national boundaries all across the
world as never before. In just 4 years, medical
research has more than doubled the life expect-
ancy of people with HIV infections—in just 4
years.

We are—within a few years, every time a
young mother comes home from the hospital,
the mother and father will be able to get a
genetic map which tells you what your child’s
health care profile will be like for a lifetime.
People will know how to raise their children,
what kind of exercise they most need, what kind
of diet they most need, what kind of medical
care they most need. We will extend life and
make it more abundant because of what we
are doing in research. But we have to have
people educated to do it.

We are doing a joint project now—research
with IBM to build in a matter of a couple of
years a supercomputer that will do more calcula-
tions in one second than you can do on your
hand-held calculator in 30,000 years.

We have got to invest in education and make
America the education capital of the entire
world. Will you help me build that bridge to
the 21st century? [Applause]

Will you help me mobilize an army of volun-
teer literacy tutors, AmeriCorps volunteers, and
others so that we can make sure that by the

year 2000 every single 8-year-old in America
can read independently? [Applause]

Will you help me prove that we were right
and those who opposed us were wrong, that
the Goals 2000 program allows local schools to
set their own grassroots reforms to achieve ex-
cellence? It’s not a national standard of uni-
formity on the schools of New Hampshire; it’s
an empowerment tool to challenge every State
to set national standards and international stand-
ards of excellence and cut the schools loose to
achieve them. Will you help me do that? [Ap-
plause]

Will you help us hook up every classroom
in America to the information superhighway so
that all of our students, no matter whether they
are poor, rich, or middle class, can have access
to the same learning at the same level of quality
in the same time for the very first time in the
entire history of the United States of America?
Will you help me do that? [Applause]

And finally, will you help me open the doors
of college education to every single person in
America of any age who needs to go? [Applause]
Will you help me pass a tax credit so that people
can deduct dollar for dollar the cost of tuition
at the typical community college or vocational
training school so that everybody can get 2 years
of education after high school? [Applause] Will
you help me pass that deduction of up to
$10,000 a year for the cost of any college tuition
so that every family can afford to go? [Applause]

My fellow Americans, it feels a lot different
in New Hampshire than it did 4 years ago. But
the faces are the same; the spirit is the same.
You embody the character and hope and prom-
ise of America. I can never thank you all for
what you have done for me and for Hillary,
for our family, our campaign, and our adminis-
tration. If it weren’t for you, I wouldn’t be here
tonight, and you know it.

New Hampshire, you gave me the chance to
serve you for 4 years. You know now that what
you took on faith has been justified by the
record. The American people saw last night the
stark choices before us. Our best days are still
ahead. Will you help me build a bridge to the
21st century? [Applause]

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:18 p.m. at Gill
Stadium. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor
Raymond J. Wieczorek of Manchester; Deborah
(Arnie) Arnesen and Joseph F. Keefe, candidates
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for New Hampshire’s Second and First Congres-
sional Districts, respectively; Dick Swett, New
Hampshire senatorial candidate; and Jeanne

Shaheen, New Hampshire gubernatorial can-
didate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Naval Petroleum Reserves Production
October 7, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
In accordance with section 201(3) of the

Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act of
1976 (10 U.S.C. 7422(c)(2)), I am informing you
of my decision to extend the period of produc-
tion of the naval petroleum reserves for a period
of 3 years from April 5, 1997, the expiration
date of the currently authorized period of pro-
duction.

Attached is a copy of the report investigating
the necessity of continued production of the re-
serves as required by section 201(3)(c)(2)(B) of

the Naval Petroleum Reserves Production Act
of 1976. In light of the findings contained in
that report, I certify that continued production
from the naval petroleum reserves is in the na-
tional interest.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks in Portland, Maine
October 7, 1996

The President. Thank you. Hello, Maine!
Hello, Portland! Thank you. I have had a won-
derful day today. I started off, as you know,
in Hartford where we had the debate last night.
I hope you got a chance to watch it. And then
I went to Stamford, Connecticut, where 2,500
business executives, some of whom had never
supported a Democrat before, announced their
support for the Clinton/Gore ticket and the di-
rection we’re going.

And then I went to Manchester, New Hamp-
shire, where 5 years ago to the day—to this
day 5 years ago—I came to New England and
began my campaign for President. And now
here I am with you in a State which can claim
a lot of responsibility, if you think I did all
right last night, because George Mitchell played
Senator Dole in all my practice sessions and
beat my brains in. And I thank him for that.
[Applause] Thank you.

I’m glad to be back; I’m glad to be back
in Maine. I thank Mayor McDonough for com-
ing out to meet me, and thank you, my longtime
friend Libby Mitchell, for your exuberant begin-

ning of this rally tonight. Thank you, Victoria
Murphy, for your work for the Democratic
Party. And I’d like to thank the other elected
and some former elected officials who are here,
including former Governor Ken Curtis, a long-
time friend; your State treasurer, Sam Shapiro—
thank you, Sam; Andrew Ketterer, the State at-
torney general; Bill Diamond, the secretary of
state; Dan Gwadosky, the speaker of the house;
and Mark Lawrence, the Democratic senate
leader. Thank you all for coming.

I’d like to thank the Windham Chamber Sing-
ers for singing tonight, the Westbrook High
School Marching Band, the South Portland High
School Marching Band. I’d like to thank Mark
Persky for being the emcee before we started.
And I’d like to say a special word of thanks
in a serious way to Commander Burton Russell
and to everyone who has been involved in the
cleanup of the spill. Thank you all for your
hard work. We’re going to get beyond this.
We’re going to do fine.

I’d also like to thank Governor Brennan for
giving me some good Maine lobsters. They’ll
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